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Community concerns about young people and crimgstance use, dropping out of school, violence
and other antisocial behaviour frequently resuttatis for “something to be done” to or about young
people. Consequences of not doing so are oftemibdeddn terms of community safety, costs of
dealing with unemployment, relationship breakdolamelessness, health and injury, incarceration,
policing, damage to self, others and property,isergelivery.

This interactive workshop will lead participantstigh theory and practical activities drawn from a
school community partnership in a regional Victora@ty, which is pioneering exciting new ways of
addressing such concerns. The partners includegypeople, their families and professionals
working in schools, community health, policing, ldhprotection, local government and university
research programs.

Often there has been a lack of shared respongifulitthe safety and wellbeing of young people,
resulting in fragmented approaches. Families malydrcluded from the processes of community
agencies and schools, and professionals may festdted about duplication of activities, gaps in
service provision and competing demands of poliy ractice. Restorative approaches to building,
maintaining and repairing relationships offer preenior addressing barriers to the positive
development of young people and building familg aommunity wellbeing.

Using Restorative Practice and Family and Commu@ityup Conferencing, this project is building
new relationships to break the cycle of disengagemed disadvantage. This workshop will be of
interest to policymakers, school leaders and otimesested in the development of the young people
within strong communities. It will outline the aaich taken and present stories of how the school-
community partnership has already created posititeomes for children, young people and,
importantly, for families, schools and communityhelworkshop acknowledges the process of
“transformational change” is a long term goal anltl @@monstrate how the commitment to a long
term and sustainable partnership is now evidentgaint strategic planning across schools, welfare
agencies, police and other community services.

The Partners: Wodonga Network Schools, Upper HGoramunity Health Service, Wodonga
Police, the Upper Hume Interagency Team (a colleaif youth sector service providers including
community groups, local government), The CentreAidolescent Health, Melbourne University,
Deakin University and the Australian Catholic Unisigy.



